The lecithinase of Clostridium perfringens is an exoenzyme (3) . However, lecithinase activity was demonstrated in cytoplasmic extracts obtained from mechanically disrupted vegetative cells of type A C. perfringens (4) . This The soluble fraction of the spores of each strain possessed a lecithinase activity of 18 ,ug/ml. The particulate fractions of the spores were without activity. The commercial preparation of lecithinase (Nutritional Biochemicals Corp., Cleveland, Ohio) was processed through the fractionator without a loss of enzymatic activity.
These results indicate that strains of C. perfringers that produce large quantities of lecithinase excrete most of their lecithinase into the surrounding medium. On the other hand, strains that produce less lecithinase retain ap- 
